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Be sz x from page 91.) 


Is it not self-evident that if God foresaw from all eternity» 
the seduction of Adem, and if he ordamed from all eternity 

uve Luc ete wala wet G@Uel a Wreck, Cit » & 
Was not tie primary intention of the Supreme B mg, to 
render Adam and his postemty happy, or that he failed in 
the attempt ? We cannot make the former supposition 
without denying to the Deity the only motive that was 
worthy of him. Nay, we must suppose that he decreed to 
form, that ts, to cor npel i into existence, bemgs innumerable, 
whose eterna! misery he distinctly foresaw. Can the im- 
:ciuation devise a determmation of cruelty equal to this? 
sit possible for this doctrine to be true, and the Deity to 
mossess the character escribed to him by the apostie John, 
wien he says, “God is love 3" a being essentially benignant ? 
Could a good being form creatures for sach an unworthy 
purpese, when the very definition of benignity is a dispo- 
sition to difuse all possible happiness ? 


‘ 
. 
. 


Phe pertial exertion of sovereiguty in the precestina- 
rion of a few toeterual life, which is eagerly urged as a 
proof of the infinite merey of Got, is in fact 
to the contrary. ‘The salvation of this selected few, must 
now be cousivered as a full indieation of the Divine Power, 
to save those destine 7 to perdition, had he chosen it; and 
therefore it necessarily limits the divine ben znity. Had 
the whole humaz race been involved m one equal ruin, we 


mi2 a nt hi ive lamented that Satan should thus triumph over 
{ - F gue Vi 


an evidence 


er: ape we mt r}s t_ even 
ap ania, have veuerated the disposition which prompted 
tomake us happy. But todisplav in this small specimen 
his power, while the disposition continues averse to the 
promotion of the grand nine pate design, is an astonishing 
‘imitation of goodn ms and what increases the astonish- 
ment is, its bei ‘ing effectuated by the machinations 
infernal spirit! 


of an 


Most advocates for the distinguishing tenets of Calvin- 
ism, seem to be much more deeply impressed with the 
idea of power, than with any other of the Divine attri- 
butes ; an! to be much more cautious not to commit an of- 
ience, by placing limits to the exertions of this power, than 
to the manifestation of wisdom and goodness. The abet- 
torsof such sentunents should be peculiarly careful not to 
support a doctrine which virtually destroys the sovereign- 
ty of God, and transfers that attribute to his grand antago- 
nist. ‘This corruption of the whole human race, and peo- 
pling the dominion of sin and misery with such multitudes 
of subjects, loudly proelaim the triumph, and extend the 
sovereignty of Satan over the wide region of the damned, 
while that of the vreat Creator is contracted to the small 
province of the elect! Ele is now deprived of every pow- 
er, beyond this jurisdiction, but that of inflicting punish- 
ment ! 

Can we venerate the infinite wisdom of God, and beVeve 
that his plans were diseoncerted by the wiles of an apos- 
tate spirit? Can we magine that he shou!d have muiscal- 
culated the powers of his new favourite man, on the one 
hand, and the artifices of the Devil on the other ; and thus 
have inadvertantly exposed the representatives of the hu- 
man race to a combat, to whieh he was created so unequal: 
According to this 


impeachment of his wisdom, since he musi thus have econ- 
certed a plan which he knew would prove abort:.« ! 

If we attend to the plan itself it will, in every respect 
appear unworthy of Deity. 
trace the divine footsteps, we discover marks 
we judze them to be of God from the st: 


: , 
rer. Thoow tiom: but who 
‘ 


In other cases wilirre we 





mp of excelloney 
ean posible discern the 
wisdom of a constitution, which not onty iatled in the 
primitive design, but inevitably exposed the vast ma orty 
of mankind to endiess woe?) What marks of desis 


: Wore 
thy of God do we trace, in rest ag 


i 
the character and [+l ci 


ty of numberiess beimgs, on the s ngle act of a ras] nije 

vidual? Rendermy them nominally vvod or bad. really 

happy, or wretched, by imputation and proxy? if it be 
‘ 


an essential character of wisdom to disceru and adapt 
means to ends, that some valuable purpose may be obtian 
it surely ¢ annot | be found in a doctrine that represent 


was ng ray that is, the reverse of every Uiing wise and 
rood. 

If it be one property of justice not to iInfie! puni 
beyond desert, can the utmost stretch of imuziuation con- 
ceive of anact of injustice equal to the conduct im 
to the Supreme, which has exposed “numbers beyou 
umeration,” 
primogenitor, while they were sleeping in Inconsciousuess 
Can any act be more unjust than the judicial punishment 
of the innocent for imputed crimes ?—than, to rank those 
who have never transgressed, in the class of the vile 
ders, fora conduct over wh! 
ence : 


ch thev could have no imiflu- 
and to exclude them from the pardon you allow io 
nave been granted tothe reas vliender tad {Lsop | 
in the Christian Aira, anc been -niormed that such a tenct 
was maintamed by some professors of Chrst-anity. we 
should have suspected that the fable of the welt and the 
lamb, which every ngenvous school boy reads with muig¢- 
nation, had been mvented to satirize and confute so extray- 
agant an idea ! 

You say, that this multitude, doomed to eternal perci- 
tion, fall a sacrifice to the vindictive justice of Goud, whose 
laws have been violated by the gran > Fepresentatty e or the 
human race, Butecan Deity be anjust and cruel to others, 
that he may be just to himself? ir ‘he satisiaction of the 
attribute justice, is, in realitv,asimple abstract idea.  Jus- 
tice suffers no misery if it he not satisfied; and it cannot 
demand the misery of millions who never inteutiona! 
fended it. of vindictive justice 
have been waved inthe salvation of the elect, what can 
have rendered them so inexorable respecting the repro- 
bate? Orwhy s} 
every other attribute ? 
benignity and compassion? Must this so peremptoriiy de- 
mand millions of victims, and are the others to be easily 
satisfied with a few scattered monuments of mercy ? 


v of- 
Besides, since the claims 


But the principal defence of your fundamental doctrine 
is founded upon a supposed covenant, which it ts said God 
entered into with Adam; according to which it was stipu- 
lated, that he and his posterily thould enjoy eternal life, in 
consequence of his obedience. It ts theretore pleaded, that 





scheme the yery preseicnee ef God is an sertien, and no revelation. 


as Adam submitted to the terms, the Deity ts fully just-Sed 
in executing the sentence denounced against disobedience. 

The first answer to this assertion is, that it is a mere ase 
Among the mumerous covet 





to eternal misery for a single act of their” 


hould its claims be paramount to those of 
Are they more sacred than those of 
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fury 
JO 
ints roativ meationed ia the Oid or New Testament, it is 
no Where to be found, Those upon record are ebviously 
wast, mostof them replete with benignuity and love. ‘They 


' 


a iiedk worthy of « Being to be adored. 
rot one of the tall 
ob Adami; and we shall seareh im vain for astipulation so 
formed, that a breach of its conditions on the part ef man 
shoaldimvolve myriads oi miuocent bemygs in endless misery. 


are all worthy « 
them hasthe most distant reference to 


The idea of a covenant is solely eutertamed as a subter- 


fue, nnder which distressed arcument may shelter itself ; 
but it istoteliv tindequate tothe purpose. A moment's 
Teflectiou willconvince you, that it was uaworthy of the 
Deity, aud ia - ee fto thestateof man, Lf you suppose 
that Sapreme ellirence did uot foresee the issue of this 
culpact, Wh 7% the most favenralble supposition we can 
makes—Vvor must admit that itowas ad = segate venture, to 


piace the eternal interests of the whole haman upou 
We are stricek with horror when we read ! 


that the ancient Germaus used frequently to stake the lib- 


race 


. } sore 
SUC’ UN shied ard, 


erty of thei wives ond children upon the throw of a die, 
mad vet we must Lipa sine thatthe Supreme Parent staked 
the felicity of his tuteliectuai offspring wpon aa event that 


Wes ent ly precariots, ty 
knew the eveut, the 
that 


twWully, 


you acknowledge that he fare- 
imputation ts nifiuitely stronger. In 
e, this extolled covenant. which is to settle every 
the divme hears all the 

t.—Adam, confiding inthe pow- 
tvect from his Maker, and deeming them fully 
reveryvirml to whichthe benignant ) 
nis extsience Would expose hom, must have accepted the 
terms in the simplieity and ingennousness of heart. 
But las Creator forekaew the dreadful conseqtiences ! and 
what shull we term this, if it be not deeeitfulls 
the uawary ! it be not holding out : 


aii and vindicate mishice, 
: * 
marads Ob an icteit contrac 


ersnewtly rece 


ato t 
so 
is 


taking ia 
ticket to the 


rasp, 


which, upon the face of it promused riches immense, while 
the propeser knew it would be drawn a Greadtul blank ! 
Or what shall we think of that commiseration, which 


showld propose a compact, Omiscience foresaw would be 
sv fatal im iis result ! whieh should expose the dearest in- 
terests of the universe to the vibration of Adam’s tree will. 
with a previous knowledge that it would finally peint at 
destruc 

You may, perhaps, 
evento rashness; 
justice and goodn 


1iOn . 

that such Jangueze is bold 
enor igen. we agree 1n 

ess nh i the abstract, we may 
frequently err in o tr app jieation of these terms to anger 
ular instriares ¢ aud because we are prone to mistake dis- 
positions aul eonduct se egregiously, that we citen deem 
that to be just aud good, or tobe unfust or cruel, which 
taet is the very reverse. This objection is admitted; and 
when daly cousidered it will be discovered to add strength 
to our _— wud jusiily every expression that has been 
ulterec. 


object 
because, 


our ideas of 


You cannot maintain that, 
ovr ideas of moral conduct, 


» because we sometimes err in 

ye must alr aus err; for this 

mode of reasoning would render eye ery thing uneerta‘’n 
nd bring us back toa state of contusion and ignorance, 

OE 6 us din tit ; 

yeore vs to be established os au universal axiom withor it 

any exception . it woul | destroy gts. The s 


: 2 ame eyi lence, 
Wich incertain intances, detec s that we had misapplied 
those terms, maniiests that we do not intsapply them al- 
Wuys : —otherwise we shout jecer bs able to correct our 
enon so efieciu tliy, that in wal pets | shall find itself au- 
thorized to setile ia the ful! conviction of a truth. Let us 
then attend to the mawner in w hich our fermec errors have 


been corrected, aud we shall discoye 
ficient to direct us in every similar instance. In all cases 
we earrect judginent, alone hy rendering ourselve. 
more pertect masters of the eC t under consideration: 
that ia. by obtaining minute and ‘accurate information 

‘rulny every cireinistance that can 


ra rule of conduct suf- 


our 
S| uh 
con- 


elucidate it; and bv 


giving to eac heire uUnstance, without reserve. its renuine 
eharacter and due dezree of I nportance, Every person 
os sound intellee.i< able te judve of sied ; 


ISN ana wrour in 


Author of 





i 


conduct, when each material article, relative to the act, 
fuirly placed betore him, provided his mind be totally hos 
from the bias of prejudice. We thus, in some cases, ac- 
quire a power of discrimination which we deem infallible. 
it is thus we are able to exculpate or convict m courts of 
judicature; and venture to decide concerning guilt and in- 
nocence, Where the life and character of the arraigned, that 
is, all that is valuable to him is at stake; and where the 
character and mental peace of the juror himself, depend 
upon the truth of his verdict! itis thus we know that to 
take what has been the property of another, is not always 
theit; to destroy life is not always to commit murder; that 
every act of severity is not always an mjustice; and every 
indulgence granted may not always be a real kindness. 
Thus the conduet of Deity towards his rational creatures, 
may, in many instances, appear extremely severe, perhaps 
incons istent with justice. —DBut as we are pot fully aequain- 
; ted with the deserts of the aud, nor 
with the whole plan of Providenee concerning him on the 
other, we should be rash and precrpitate im the extreme, 
did we form our judgment according to these appearances. 
did we know the whole, the equity and benignity of a be- 
ing, essentially just and good must necessarily be render- 
ed conspicuous ; and the comeience between character 
and conduct would be fully demonstrated. As long as the 
possibility of retribution remains, the st conduct 
may finally indicate itself to be the truest benignity direct- 
ed by wisdom ; and the full indemnification which Om- 
nipotence is able to bestow, may render those trials a sub- 
ject of joy and gratitade, which in the painiui process, ex- 
cited the contrary emotions. When thereicre we arrived 
at the ullimatum concerning 2 plan, or an action; when 
we are able to estimate the degree of latluence belonging 
to every circumstance surrounding it, we are able to decide 
We may now pro- 
no further appeal can 
themselves tu 


individual, on the one 


severe 


concerning its nature and character. 
nounce verdict Without hesitation ; 
ve made, nor can any circumstances present 
produce a change of opinion, 

Now this is precisely the case with the subject in debate. 
Your doctrine professes to give a history of the whole plan 
of Providence respecting the human race ; and to the con- 
duct of Providence towards this rece are our ideas 
sarily confined. Every eesential part is) stated :—the 
primitive designs of creation; the seduction of Satan: ie 
eniltof Adam; the meulpation of his inconscious progeny ; 


neces- 


the punishment denounced ; the motives tor its extreme 
severity,—to avenge vindicative justice; the exceptions 


which annihilate its necessity,—the salvation cf a chosen 
few in the same predicament, without the shadow of amo- 
tive. Aclearer case has never been stated before a court 
of judicature ; and we may add, never could the decision 
of NoT GuILYY be pronounced with a firmer tone, than 
we are able to pronounce the innocence of Adam’s proge- 
nv { Never could a court be more assured that particular 
conduet is unjust, cruel, unworthy of its agent, than we 
may rest assured that a just and mereiful bemz cannot sen- 
tence the inconscious children of Adam to eternal misery 
onaccouut of this siugle act of disobedience ! 


From the inattention to the essential difference whiels 
particular circumstances necessarily make in the nature 
and character of any action, it proceeds that you and the 
supporters of your system, are so prone to adduce as pow- 
erful arguments, every instanee of divine conduct which 
bears but the slightest aualozy to the subject in question ; 
although this mode of reasoning leads to conzequences 
which vourself must reject. it was this which induced 
vor to conclude, that because the Supreme Being acinitted 
some evil into the system of things, he 1s free to multiply 
and diffuse it in the most arbitrary manner, and to the 
rreatest extent ; which, if true, would, as hath been al- 
ready hinted, approxin saute the most opposite characters, 
and render the state of mankind as lamentable under the 
vovernmeut of the best of beg: os nuder tyranny of the 


worst! 
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. EXTRACT 
From MosuEm’s Ecciestasticat History. 
The corrupt ignorance and superstition that reigned in the 
Ninth Century. 


The ignorance and corruption that dishonoured the 
christian church in this century were great beyond mea- 
sure; ant were there no other examples ef their enormi- 
ty upon record, than the single mstance of that stupid ven- 
eration that was paid to the bones and carcasses of departed 
saints; this would be sufficient to convince us of the de- 
plorable progress of superstition. This idolatrous deve- 
tion Was now considered as the most sacred and momen- 
tous branch of religion, nor didany dare to entertain the 
smallest hopes of finding the Deity propitious, before they 
had assured themselves of the protection and intercession 
ofsome one or other of the saiutly order. Hence it was 
that every church and indeed every private christian, had 
their particular patrou among the saints, from an appre- 
hension that theirspiritual interests would be but indiffer- 
ently managed by those, who were already employed about 
the souls of others; tor they judged, in this respect. of the 
saints as they dil of mortals, whose capacity is too limited 
to comprehend a vast variety of objects, ‘This notion ren- 
dered it necessary to multiply prodigiously the number of 
the saints, and to create di: ally new patrons for the deluded 
people; and this was done with the utmost zeal. The 
priests and monks set their Invention at work, and peopled 
at discretion the invisible world with imaginary protectors, 
They cispelle! the thick darkuess which covered the pre- 
tended spiritual exploits of many holy men ; and they in- 
vented beth names and histories of saints that never exis- 
ted, that they might not be at loss te furnish the credulous 
ud wretched multitude with objects proper to perpetu- 
ate their superstition and to wourish their confidence. 
Many chose their own guides, and committed their spirit- 
val interests either to phantoms of their own creation, or to 
distracted fanetics, whom they esteemed as saints, for vo 
ether resson than their having lived like madmen. 

The eeclesiastical council found it necessary at length to 
set limits to the licentious superstition of those ignorant 
ita view to have still more friends at 
forsuch were their gross notions of things, were 
da ‘ly alding new saintstothe listef their celestial media- 
tors. ‘Chey accordingly declared, by a solemn decree, that 
no departed ebristian sould be considered as a member of 
the saintly order betore the bishop in a previncial coun- 
w!,andin presence of the people, had pronounced him 
worthy of that distinguished honour. This remedy, feeble 
andtallusory as it was, contributed in some measure to re- 
strain the fanatical temerity of the saintmakers; but, in 
its conseqrences, It Was the ochasion of a new accession of 
power tothe Roman ponti®. Even so early as this centu- 
ry many were of opinion that tt was proper and expedi- 
ent, though not absolute ly necessary, that the decisions of 
bishops and counci's should be confirmed by the consent 
gud authority of the Roman pont.fl, whom they considered 
asthe supreme and universal bishop; aud this will not] 
appear surprising toany who reflect upon the enormous 
strides which the bishoos of tome made toward unboun- 
led dominion in this barbarous aud superstitious age, whose 
corruption and darkness were peculiarly favourable to 
their ambitious pretentious. Itis true we have no exain- 
ple ofany person solemnly sainted by the bishop of Rome 
alone, before the tenth century, when Udalric, bishop of 
Angsburg, received this dignity in a formal manner from 
John XV. It ts however veriam, that before that time, 
the Roman pontuls were consulted in matters of that na- 
ture, and their judgement respected in the choice of those 
that were to be honoured with saintship; and it was by 
such steps as these, the church of Rome engrossed to itself 
the creation of these tutelary divinities, which at length 
vas distinguished by the title of eannonization. 
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wretches, who, w 


court, 
) 
li 


Yhis preposterous multiplication of saints was a new 














source of abuses and frauds. It was thought necessary to 
write the lives of these celestial patrons, im order to pro- 
cure for them the veneration and confidence of a deluded 
multitude ; and herve lymg wonders were imvented, ani all 
the resources of forgery and juble exhausted, to celebrate 
exploits which had never been performed, and to perpetu- 
tethe memory of hicly persous who had never existed. 
We have yet extauta prodigious quantity of these tiding 
egenis, the greatest part of which were undoubtedly for- 
ged after the time of Charlemagne by the monast ¢ writers, 
who had both the inclination aud le:sure to ecaty the church 
by these pious frauds. ‘The same supostors whe peopled 
the celestial regious with fictitious salts, employed also 
their iruitful inventions in embellishing with fx!se mira- 


cles, and various other impertinent forgeries, the lustory of 


those who had been really martyrs or coufessors ui the 
cause of Christ ; these fictions however did net pars with 
impunity, but were severally censured by some oi tie most 
eminent writers of the times in which they Were tmposed 
upon the eredulity of the public. Various were the me- 
tives that engaged different persons to propagule or coun 
tenance these impestures. Some were excited to this by 
the seductions of a faise devotion, which 
perverse and ignorant age, aud made thein nuagiue the: 
departed samis were highiy delighted with the applauses 
and veneration of mortals, anduever fatled to crown with: 
pecnlar marks oftheir favour and protection euch as were 
zealous mm honourmg their memories and im 


reloned mi this 


celebrating 


their exploits. The prospect of gain, and the ae 
desire ot being reverence: by the multitude, encage Lothers 


to multiply the nursber, aud to ma intein the cre euit ot the 
regends, er saintly registers. For the churches that were 
dedicated to the saints were perpetually crowded with sup- 
plicants, who flocked to them with rich presents, In order 
to obtain succour under the atilietions they suffered, or de- 
liverance from the dangeys which they Lad reason to ap- 
prehend. And it was high honour to be 
the more immediate mimisters of these tulelary niediators, 
who, as it is likewise proper to observe, were estecmed 
and frequented im proportion to their antiquity, and to the 
number and importance of the pretended muirecles thar 
had rendered their lives iilustrrious. ‘Thés latter cireum- 
stance offereda strong temptation to such as were enploy- 
ed by the various churches iu writing the lives oi their tu- 
telar saints, to supply by invention the defects of trath, and 
toembellish their legions with fictitous prodizes ; wry, 


; 
ceieemed also a 


they were not only tempted to this imposture, but Were 
even obliged to make use of it in order to sweil the iume 
of their respective patrons. 

But even all this was insufficient to satisfy the demands of 


superstition, nourished by the stratageins of acorrupt aud 
desiguing priesthood, an: d fomented ! by the zeal of the tor 
iznorant mand stupid sons ofthechurch. It was pot enouzik 
to reverence departed saints, and to confide in their mter- 
cession and succours it was net enough to clothe them 
with an imaginary power of healing diseases, working mir- 
acles, and delivering from all sorts of calamities aud dan- 
vers; their boues, beng the apparel and furniture 
they had posessed during their lives, the very ground 
which they had touched, or in which their putrified car- 
casses were lai:l, were treated with a siup'd veneration, and 
supposed to retain the marvelous virtue of healing all dis- 
orders both of body end mind, and of detending such as 
possessed them satiiak all the assaults and devices of satan. 
The conseguence of this wreiched notion was that every 
one was eager to provide himselt with these salutary reme- 
dies, for which purpose great numbers undertook fatigue- 
ing and perilious voyages, and subjected themselves 

sorts of hardships : “while others made use of thisdelusion 
to xecumulate their riches, and to Mnpose Vpon the miser- 


toall 


able multitude by the most impious and shocking Inveu- 
tions. As the demend for relics was prodigious and univer- 


eal, the clergy employed all their dexterity to satisfy the-e 
demands, and were tar from being nice m the methods thee 
used for thatend. ‘The bodies of the saints were eaug.! 
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tnd prayer. Instiiuted by the priest in order to 





0} ‘ ue auswer, andan infallable direction, and 
this pl vio] direction never failed to accomplish their 
Ceores: the holy careass was always foun dant that always 
i COMs24U nee, as thevimp ously rave out, of the surges- 
op an! insmiration of God hims lf. Mach dsecovery ot 
the plwas aitond>! with excessive demonetratious oi 
ww ia! animated the zeal of these devout seekers to en- 
rene’ ricci: st ll more and more with this new kind oi 
t VIauy travelled with this view into the eastern 
previ ak frequented the places which Christ and Ines 
beeinies h onerred with their presence, that with the 
i es anlot >sacre | remains of the first *ralds of the 
easnel, they im cit comfort dejected minds, calin trembling 
eon : \ icing states. and derond their inhalyitant 
frou ei sortsofealam tes. Nor did these pious travellers | 
roiaea hemeemofy; theecraft, dextemiv, and knavery of| 
the Greeks fotata rich prey in the stanid credulity of} 
t pai! t hoanters, and ma i orefitable com nae: : 
‘ ‘ 4 evot on. ‘he lat ivf con erat im 
i avliarms, skulls and jaw bones several of w | 
Vv nd some not human, aul other then t vat | 
wer sod to have belonved to the primitive worthies | 
of tae efristian eaureh; and thusthe Latin chure!ies came 
1 ’ sion of those eclehrated relies of St. ‘tark, St. 
Foues, Al. Bartolomew, Cyprian. Pantaleon, and others, 
Wile’ ht chow at this day with so much ostentat.on 
Rat there were many, who, unable to procnre tor them- 
“; Vv iriival treasures by vovages and prayers, ha’ 


recourse to violence aad theft: for all sorts of means, and 
etl orts ofattemots inacause of this nature? were consider- 


essful, as pious and acceptable to the Su- 


j the objector, allow this to be the 


the universal scheme. For, say they, this is the principal 
argument of Universalists, do what you will, you will be 
saved, tor “whatever is, is mght.” 

That ‘Ir. Pope was a Universalist, ] think his writings 
fully prove. But that he advocated Iicentious prine:ples, 
{ do net allow, for I think his writings prove to the coutra- 
That many people are aetuated by the prinetple, 
“whatever is, is right,” (allowing itto mean that vice in it- 
self is rood, and that mankind are not  blameable for their 
batl deods,) is evident from the course of conduct they pur- 


ry. 


sie. But those who are actuated by the pure principles 
of universal benevolence, of unfeigned love to God and 
man. (though they may agree with ‘Ir. Pope that, “what- 
ever issis meht.” as farasrelatesto the covernment of the 
universe,) do not believe that vice is good, or that man can 
sin with impunity ; no! in relation to the conduct of men, 
they They hold 

connected, and that 
of sin. Well, says 
ease; What matters it if 
iittle here, if lam finally to be saved? No 
matter how much Psuffer now, if lam finally te be happy. 
O! poor deluded man! you reason against yourself! how 
ie will vou suffer your reason to be blinded?) You ack- 


} that happi- 
r | 


do not hold, that “whatever is, isright.” 
that sia and 


inseparably 


miserv are 


sory isthe immediate consequence 


j Vy ft ra 


nowledye you are m pursuit of happiness, and 


ness is your principal desire ! yet i is no matter how much 
misery you endure; nomatter how much you abuse the 
benevolent Author of all your happiness ! Is it possible ? 


No! Lcannot believe you so bad as you represent yourselt 
to be, 

Suppose for instance, your earthly parent should tell you, 
that he loved you, and meant to make vou a present of a 


h 


? 
A 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 


“And, spite of pri 


le, in erring reason’s spite, 
“One truth is clear, whatever is, is right.” 
Porr. 
The inference which is generally drawn from these Imes 
of tie eto is, (iat every ereumetanece which tran 
act on of mankin! however bad, is pertectly 
rl well the allwise dispo- 


— 





easing. inthe sevht of 


’ 
‘ stbuy i 


ents. Batm my humble o. 


large sum of money, in order to meliorate your condition, 
and it possible, make you happy ; eed that, by Livme in 
obedience to certain commands, which he had laid down, 
you might enter nmmediately ito the enjoyment of it, but 
if not,i: vou went counter to these comma 
be miserable, and that, as lon’ a 
ent ; though notwithstanding your present cbstinacy, you 
would finally be constrained to obedience, an? come into 
the enjoyment of it. 


7 m 
nas, you must 
* 


s youremained dcisobedi- 


Now if you believed your parents 
declaration, wonld you obey and be happy?) Or, wonld 
you dsobev and be miserable ; ani say, that vou might as 
well be unhappy a little while, as your final happiness was 
secnred ; and as your father was so kind to you, m return 


ger 0. ° noon, nothing eam be : ; ° 
: ; ., >, . , | for his kK.ndness you would abuse and insnit him as much 
yo re yosterous, Or More joreren trom the idea which . - i : ' E . 1} ’ 

: ‘ as possible? Tanswer no! you would namediately eim- 
the writer meant to coarvey, 7 5 


for he is here speaking o! 
: it refers to the veneral 
conceive that the poet had 
e conduet of mankind, 
system; and! thot le 
right,”) that the Soa 
effect this system, so as 


the unsvevsal plan of nai ‘ 
tof the nmnverse. | 
no reference, (in this pl 
ly as it hi 
m- 


or 


ire, &@ 
crovernm 
ice)to on- 


ceny «ey } 
{ reyneral 


reierence ta tae ¢ 


it. (by say ug, “whatever ts, is 
mad deeds of men aos not to 
mar the pliuef the Supreme Governor of the universe, 
bat rator to strenvthen that plan. And 
that tie Al wiylay is never crossed many of his plans, but 
that, in reierence to thus law of nature, all is right, and | 
feetly avreeable to the divine will. But that the >oct 
held vie>. ‘nanv of his writings, and especially in the lines 


farther, 


ere 
ite 


headlines these remarks, is, ) think very absurd, and the: 


most abusive contortion of language. If the reader w'!! 
tale the tron4le fo look into Mr. Pope’s essay on Tan, t! 

AWepistle. and 217th and 15th lines, he well find the fol- 

lowing words, viz. 

“Vico ‘<a monster of co frichtful mien, 

As, to be hated, needs but to be seen.” 

This J am confident, is enorrh to satisfy 

mint, that Vr. Pope was an opposer of viee, 

wo oppose the ttn yersal benevolence of God, 

Powe wis a Universalist. and consequently 

Viee ant? mistrate the fact, 


any candid 
Vet those 
sav that 
an upholder of 
advert to the ex 


m order to deme 
aD gee ” Ww 
tious expression, 


” ” 


vatever is. 


right. vey say this 's a Heen 
an often quote it to shew the fallacy of 


vith 


hiace the offer, and yorur whole soui would be filled 
love, and gratitude, for his kindness. 

When I see a man sacrificing is neighbor's good name. 
npon the altar of scandal, not because of any unmoral con- 
tuet, but merely on aceouat of his opinion, | am) mduced 
to beleve that he isa frend to viee, and he may well adupt 
the lanruave of the poet, “Whatever is, is right,” (allowing 
itto bea lieent ous expresson.) and say, that it is no mat- 
ter what lie does, for his final happiuess is secured, 

When a “Minister of the Gospel makes use of expres- 
sions in the course of his sermons, Which are in diametrical 
,opoosition to the whole scriptures, and repugnant to every 





ratronal idea, have reason to believe he is not a christian, 
‘and is actuated by wicked motives. 

From the above conciusions, |} must think that the Rey. 
‘lr. Lo when hemade the tollowine remarks, was actuated 
'y the most awful of motives, or, he was insane. And JI 
tiomk +t wonld he more tor his honor, to admit the latter. 
liere follows the remarks ; on one oceaston he said, “Chris- 
Hans, behoid your Saviour, stagvering up the hill of Calva- 
rv! not under the weight of years, or infirmities, but of 
yoursins, which caused even a God! to behold 


’ 
‘ 


arrery : 
stagger ; 
— 


‘ths Rey, gentleman isa Calyinistie Baptist Preacher 


otis now ‘alouring in his vocation not many mules fron 





Providence, R, [. 
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rine God!!! Ona another occasion, speaxing 
mindedness, ie said,“ That some people were 
eo any ous. to obtaia an abundance of this world’s goods, 
toot be had nodoubt sf there was a bag of Coffee in Hell, 
thoy would go there alter it.” Atanother time, alter en- 
deayour ng to couvinee his audience that hell was a place 
pn nnother state of existence ; he said, * Could 
you dear ‘iot vers, inveil the mystery’s of hell, and behold 
your own off ring tere, how would your hearts be agita- 
ted. and recoil at the sight.” 

Bet tot thissufiee ! ] 
pen sar.oxs back 


your stare 
of woridly 


of tornent 


cannot go any farther, no! my 

, from the black catalogue of iniquitves. 

D. &. M. 

ques \ 

FOR THE INQUIRER 
Remarks ona Sermon delivered in Aiticborsugh.on the eve- 
ning of the 23d of Bebrua “yy AS23, by the Rev. B. AL- 
LEN. 
Mr. A’s 
“An! tsaw another Angel fiy in the midst of Heaven, 
iavine the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them tha 
} rf < Gospel t h unto them that 
dwell onthe earth ; and toevery nation, and kindred, and 

tongue, and people.” 


. text is recorded in Revelations xiv. 6. 


In the following remarks, T shall not attempt to take up 
every paruicular noticed by Mr. A. nor thoroughly mvesti- 
vate every i le a iat was advanced in the discourse ; ; but 
shall coufine myself princ:ply to his observations upon his 
third proposition, Which was, to speak of the “everlasting 
Gospel.” 

In defining the gospel, Mr. A. informs us, that the rospel 
isa proclamation of pardon and liberty; that it is good 

news and glad tidings of great joy, (which the angel said, 

“shall be to all people.”) "This being granted, is it not ev- 
ident, if the text he tene, that all men will be pardoned and 
set at liberty? Most certainly ; for the text declares, that 
the vospel was to be preached “io every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tonzue,and people.” Hf the gospel is a procla- 
mation of pardon, and is to be preached to all without ex- 
ception, then the proper conclusion is, that all will be par- 
doned ; for it would be an absurdity to prociaim pardou to 
uny people jor Whom there was no parcon. 
ting that the everlasting gospel, is a proclamation of per- 
don and liherty, and that the angel told the truth, when he 
said that ii was to all people, then, the unavoidable cou- 
clusion ts, Uhai ali will be pardoued, aud colsequently sa- 
ved, 

That Mr. A. should with this text he had chosen, as the 
foundation of his remarks, and his own definition of the 
everlasting gospel before him, advance the cocirime of 
endless misery, appears singular indeed—this he did, but 
this he would not have done, had he remaned true to his 
first proposition. In attempting to support the Cocte ue o 
endless misery, we find him making a shift, and advancme 
another idea,d.rectiy contrary to the first, which was oi 
the following import. “ The gospel ts a faithful witue 
and is calculated to awaken the fears oi those who ation 
upon its instrection.” Now [ cannot conceive, how it ts 
possible for the gospel to awaken the fears of those who 
attend upon its Instructions, if it be a proclamat 
don and liberty. Tshould suppose would have onite 
different effect, that mstead of awakening the tears, 1 
would awaken sensations of joy. ‘¥orh! broclamation 
of pardon and liberty, to 2 calor:t who was rader senten: 

of death and confined in a dismal cell. there to await the 
awful period of his excention, produce the dsacreeanic 
eensation of fear? Nout would produce peace 9° L jev. 
The gocpel of Christ instead of producins fear, has d.rect y 
the opposite effect. 


j;onof bor 


Aga lis ncmit- j 


at your calamity, and mock when yeur fear cometh.” Hf 
we carefully examine this passage, we shali find that it has 
nothing to do with a future state. Look at the passage ior a 

moment. “Because I have called and ye have refused, | have 
‘tretched out my band, and no man hath regarded it.’-— 
Will it be said, at the judgment day, I lave stretched out 
mv hand. and no man hath regarcec it? If so, then all 
mankénd will be damned ‘urever. For it does not say, | 
have stretched out my hand, and some have reyarded it, 
and some have not ; and those that have not [ will doon: to 
heli; but those that have, ] will raise to heaven; but | 
have stretched out my hand and ao man hath regarded it. 
Noman. No, notone. Should we apply this passage to 
a future state, would it not prove, more than Vir. A. would 
like to have proved? tor he doubtless believes that some 
few at least, (licmself mcituded) will regard the hand of 
the Lord in such a manaer, as to vain admittance into the 
kinvdom of heaven. Uf some will rezard the hanu of the 
Lor! ; we may say by a parity of r that all wil', 
edn same power, trat ormezs one snnerto a knowicdve 
f the truth, will in process of time brag all; agrec ably 
“dl which, the prophet declares, that “all the ends of the 
world, shail remember, and turn auto the Lord; and all 
the kindreds of the nations, shall worship beiore thee.” 


ASO0iILUS 


When we examine, the God dishonormg doctrine of 
endless misery; a doctrine, which remains, and always wil 
remain, while it exists unsupported by reason or seripture, 
it is astonishing, that any person will attempt to advocate 
it. Of all sentiments, it isthe most eruel and permicious. 
Itrobs the Almighty Governor of the universe, of every 
thing that is levely or amiable—of all that is calculated to 
command respect and obedience. It clothes Him with the 
vestme: ternal wrath and indignation towards His 
miserable anu helpless offspring, and represents Him as 
forcing them into existence, under the dire nec 
during endless torments. 

It is hoped that these remarks, will lead Mr. A. to an ex- 
amination of the nature of the doctrme he adv ocates—may 
he shortly see the folly of vindicating asentiment so cem- 
pavtely opposed to reasonand seriptnre; and embrace that 
system of universal benevolence which i issoclearly taught 
in the scriptures of divime truth. 


essity of en- 


T. P. FULLER. 
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MRs. PAY. NE. 
Guided by that mtogrity of heart, which ever produees 
obedience to the mandates of justice, we are as ready ‘o 








pubs’) the following article which appeared i in the Covr- 
ANT os Uie Q2d of April, as we are determined, to Oppose 
Tror. aM to bear our testunony against that blind janatie 
eal, wich has se often dep rived our fellow men of reason 
and oi life, 
We can askure our readersthat the writer of the article 
relatug to Mrs. Payne whcch appeared inthe “Inquirer” of 
arch 221, was well persuaded that what was there stated 
wastroe. Tt will be easily discovered that accord ing to 
ie statement tn the article we are requested to publish, 
ihere were some vrovnds tor the story. 


It isacknowledged that Mr. Nettleton did visit the fami- 
ly twiea, no! that the uniortunate woman is deranged ; 
hut we are not told whother this derangement took placo 
hefore. or after \'r. N’s. visits. We would not be too skep- 
t cal+ nor woult we, unnecessarily, qaestion the verac ity of 
th » youn” ladies; but justice to or irselyes requires that we 
offer the following remarks. It is well known that Mr. N. 





Mr. A. quoted the following passage of scripture, to 
prove that some would be forever miserable.  Decaiee | 
have called and ye have refused, | bave strot ch ed out my 
n3vJ, ap po man hath regarded it, thereiore will Jaugh 


ossesses a pecuLar gvitin producing what is called revi- 
us; and since the departure of Mr. Wade, he ap pears to 
ve the only one possessing the power of performing this 
reat werk. Ie is theretore kept on the move from yl ace 
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to place, being often sent for to perform a work which the 
settled ministers in the dufere it parishes find themselves m- 
capable ot doing. Const jue ntly. Mr. N. is of great ser- 
vice to these gentlemen, as he labors for them, and by his pe- 
culiar gifts builds up their churches ; increases their flocks ; 
and thus seats them more firmly in their parishes. Such 
then are the services of \ir. N. that he mast be supported 
and defended at all hazards ; and whether he sigus him- 
self “Jesus Curist ;” or whatever he may do, he must be 
justified and excused; for were Mr. N.out of the way, 
unless God should please to raise up another sey unto him, 
we must bid farewell to awakenings in thes 

none apparent'y can be produced without hin. 


> regioiis, as 


We know not whether the signers of the following arti- 
ele are the converts of Mr. N. or pass ;or whether, they 
make a profession of religion. Weshall therefore only 
add, that we have seen so much at various times of the el- 


fects of religious prejudices, am? the means that are often! 


used to effect certain purposes, that tt is our full belief that 

some persons, with naturally honest hearts, and who meant 
to tell the truth, have been milvenced by religious preju- 
dices, and by the impression they were doing God ser- 
vice, to give acolourivg to statements which they would 
hardly bear. It is probable that the circumstances relating 
to Mrs. P. were exaggerated when told te the writer oi the 
article in question ; but still it is evident the informer had 
certain facts out of which to make his story. Mr. N. did 
visit the family ; his “christian politeness” is well kuown 
by those whom he has visited ; and Virs. P. is deranged. 
—We now leave it with our readers to judge, aud deter- 
mine for themselves. 


“Our family having often been questioned on this subject, 
eutof regard to truth, we feel ourselves bound to de- 
elare, that aside from the fact that Mr. Nettleton did visit 
our family twice, and that our mother is deranged, not a 
single one of the above statements contains a shadow of 
truth. Our respected mother has been mm commun:on with 
thechurch in Vernon for sixteen years, and has always, 
while in health, appeared to enjoy the blessings of chrishan 
hope. We have decisive evidence from her pious lite aud 
conversation, that she has made her cailing el election 
sure. She has been in a bewildered state of mind belore ; 
and it is well understood by all who are acquainted with 
her, that her present derangment is occasioned wholly by 
ill health, which has been gradually advancing and in- 
oreasing for several years. When Mr. Nettleton visted us, 
we were all in the room; and we, together with our 
mother then composed the whole ef the family. He pre- 
sented us with no book, not even the Bible, out of which 
he said he could read the name of the elect, and said no; 
thing on the subject ofelection, Christian politeness seem- 
ed tocharacterize all his conduct and conversation whilé 
in our family, and we have ever felt grateful to him for his 
visits. We know not from whom the writer of the above 
article may pretend to have derived his information ; it is 
enough for us to speak that we do know and testify that we 
have scen. 

Out of regard to the feelings of our family, we request 
the editor of the Religious Inquirer to msert this article 
ia his paper, together with cur names, 

Harriet PayyE, 
Sancy M. PAYNE, 
Mary Payne.” 
Vernon, 10 April, 1223. 
—— 
“ WILL A MAN ROE Gop 2” 
Malachi in. S. 

The above question was addressed to the house of Israel, 
who were, apparently, surprised at the interogation, and 
m reply made the following i inquiry. “ Wherein have 
we robbed thee.” To this the answer is given “in tithes aud 
offerings.” We -_ not to under atand de this that the 
house of Israel had refused to offer sacrifices to Gol, for 








this was not the case ; they did present io God tithes and 
offerings ; but they were such, as were not acceptable, not 
being according to the divine appointment. God says by 
his prophet * ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar” 
again, “ye offer the blind for sacrifice”—* ye offer the lame 
and sick.” Ina word, they offered such ‘things to God, 
with which an earthly governor would not be pleased, nor 
world he accept the persons of those who made the offer- 
lie. 


The question, * will a man rob God,” may he as appro. 
priate at the present day as it was at the time it was spoken ; 
and it 1s probable that many may feel as much surprised as 
were the Jews, when the inquiry was first inade; being 
under the full persuasion, that as they have made a profes- 
sion of religion, and attended to ail the ceremonies and or- 
dinances which they conceive God has requiredof them, 
they are, so farfrom rebbing hun, paying all due homage, 
and yielding obedience to the divine commandments. We 
beg our fellow christiaus, however, to pause one moment 
and suffer the question to come home to their hearts. We 

ntreat them to enter into the sclemn mquiry ; they may 
be offering strange fire upon the aliar of God, aud present- 
ig polluted bread upon that altar which nothiog impure 
should touch ; ; perhaps they offer tle blind, the lame, and 
sick to Him, who will not receive such sacrifices. 


The investigation can do no harm, it may do much good. 
Let us then with becoming candour, as Jovers of truth enter 
tothe examination. ‘There are two waysin which we 
may be said to rob God. First, by attributing to the all 
wise Govenor of the universe a character which is incon. 
sistent with, and contrary to the holiness and perfection of 
the divine nature ; and secondly, by disobeymg the com- 
mandments of God. 


There are certain properties or attributes which form 
the character of God ; m the possession of which He ts said 
to be infinitely holy ; the fountain of all happiness ; and 
the source of every blessing, The attributes oi the Deity 
are said to be seven (viz} Wisdom, Kuowledge, Power, Jus- 
tice, Mercy, Love,and Truth. All these existing in God 
are Infinite and Omnipotent. [Tt is often acknowledged m 
prayer, that the Almighty is infinite m Wisdom; unboun- 
ded in goodness ; and omnipotent in Power: u then, we ut- 
tribute any action to God which ts inconsistent with either 
of his attributes we rob him of that glery which the 
vertection of His nature only can produce. Say for instance 
God is infinite in knowledge. All thiags are known unte 
God. Uthen we should say that ceriam things or events 
are unknown, until they have transpired and that the Al- 
mighty can increase in wislom and knowledze as we do; 
itis robbing him of that glory which arises troia the pos- 
session of infinite knowledge. Again, * God is Love.’ 
Love ever embraces the weltare aud happiness of its ob- 
ject; itseeks todo them good. The goodness of our God 
is as Gxtensive as the creation, wherever [lis wisdom, 
and power are displayed, there tlis goodness or Love is 
found; hence itis said: “The Lord is good unto all, aud 
his tender mercies areover ail his works.” If then, we 
believe that God will violate this divine principle, and 1 
His dealings with His offspring will do that which 1s di- 
rectly contrary to thenature of Love, we rob God. Ss 
it may be said of each and every property which constitutes 
the essential attributes of Jehovah. 

It we forma character and apply it to the Almighty, 
which we should be ashamed to possess ourselves ; we dis- 
honour, and rob our God. We ought to look well to this ; 
and when we profess to believe in the existence of a God, 
who as the Governor of the universe and the judge of all 
mer will do thus, and so, we, ought to enquire, if we should 
present tats character to an earihly ruler, and tell him we 
fully believe that he will do with his subjeets, as it is often 
said God will do with His, would he be willing to receive 
this character, and feel himself honoured. Ifthe character 
would not beacceptable toan earthly govenor, can we be 
lieve that we honour God inattribeting such a ebaracter te 
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Him. Again, God is declared to be our Father, Let the 
earthly parent then look upon his children, and say what 
he would not do tor them, that he had in his power to do. 
Having answered this question, let him look up te God 
as the Father of the spirits of all flesh, and say, whether he 
believes, that God is as good and as kind to His offspring, as 
he, the earthly parent is to his children, If we apply a 
eharacter to God which is se cruel, implacable and revenge- 
ful that we should feel ourselves dishonored by the appli- 
cation of such a character to ourselves ; we surely dishonor 
and rob God, by ascribing to him that, which we would not 
do ourselves. 


SeconpLy.—We may be said to rob God when we dis- 
obey his commandments, and refuse to be governed by His 
precepts. ‘The first and greatest commandment is, “* Thou 
ehalt love the Lord thy God with all (Ay heart.” Wisdom 
says, “Son give me thine heart.” According to this requi- 
sition the whole heart, with all its affection are to be given 
tv our heavenly Father; all our devotions, and offerings of 
prayer and praise must be the fruit of this holy affection in 
the heart. An offering produecd by any thing else is dis- 
honorary to the divine Majesty; and nothing can be ac- 
ceptable in which the whole heart is not engaged. An im- 
portant inquiry now arises. Can that man love God with 
all his heart, who, having the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion before him, publicly declares that if he believed in that 
doctrine, he would give the res to every licentious pas- 
sion; and instead of worshiping God, he would refrain 
from every thing of a moral and religious nature? What 
is this but saying: Did] but believe, O thou, Sovereign 
Ruleref the Universe! that thy love was as extensive as 
thy Power, aud commensvrate with thy wisdom ; and that 
thou would’st in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
“sather together in one, all things in Christ: that thou 
would’st finish sin, and make all intelligent nature happy 
in the fulness of thy love: I] would not love thee, adore, or 
serve thee ! Thine unlimited goodness, impartial love, and 
pardomug mercy would have no charms ior me; there 
would be nothing to command my affections, or to produce 
devotional feelinzs! 

Christ bath said, * where a man’s treasure is, there will 
his heart be also.” If the Saviour was correct in this dee- 
laration then it necessarily follows, that when a man ts 
ready to take every advantage in his power to run into the 
path of vice, it is because his heart is inclined to evil and he 
prizes iniquity more than he does righteousness ; his heart 
is beut on mischief, and nought but the apprehension oi 
future and eternal misery keeps him within the bounds 
of propriety, or brings him to the altar of God, [sit not 
evident that this man, in his devotions, offers polluted bread 
on the altar of Jehovah? Does he not sacrifice the blind, 
the sick, and the lame ?—And does ne not rob God, of that 
Love which He requires ? If we attend to the external ob- 
servances of religious forms and ceremonies, in which our 
hearts are not engaged, and to which we would not attend 
were it not forthe fear of punishment ; we act as does the 
slave, nut because we love our master ; not because we 
delight to honor him: but because we are afraid of the 
lash that is ready tofall on our shoulders. In all this we 
dishonor God, and do violence to pure religion. 

Again, we are required to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Our conduct toward each other is to be produced and di- 
rected by the influence of Universal benevolence reigning 
in the heart. * On these two commandments” saith Jesus, 
viz. Lovine God with all the heart ; and our neighbor as 
ourselves ; “hang all the law and the prophets.” Can that 
man be said to love his neighbor as himself, who would. 
were it not for the iear of never ending misery, give loose 
to every base passion, and violate every moral obligation 
with his neighbor, and wantonly injure him in his family, 
his person or his property? While therefore a man as- 
-tumes the name of Christian, and professes to be a child 0) 
God, anda follower of the meek and lowly Jesus; is he 
‘of rebling God. when he openly acknowledges that he is 





religious ; not froma love of holiness ; not from an attach- 
ment to sacred principles of moral viriue ; not because he 
loves God, or his neighbor ; but, because he is alraid, i 
he does not make this profession and conform in some de~ 
zree to the laws of righteousness, he will be sentenced to 
everlasting punishment. 

Let us then be persuaded of this, that it is the heart 
that God requires. He that made, it clainis it for His own. 
All our affections are to be centered in Him who is the giv- 
er of every good and perfect gift.—The Father of our 
spirits claims our obedience, as the offering of love. We 
can only honor our Creator by yielding to him all He claims 
as hisown. By withholding the affections of our hearts, 
we rob God ; and by professing obedience which is not 
the fruit of Leve, we are deceiving ourselyes : deluding 
our fellow meu, and dishonoring Ged, 


We present our readers with the famous Athanasian 
Creed—which is either authorized or allowed by the Greek 
Church, the Roman Catholic Church, and the established 
Church of England; that is, by a great majority of the 


Christian world. It has been rejected from the book of 


common prayer used by the Episcopal Church in America, 
althouzh the doctrine contained in it is 


still held by that 
Church. 


THE CREED OF ST. ATUANASIUS. 
Whosoever will be savea, Before all things it is necesenry 
that he hold the Catholick Faith, Whoech Faith, exeept 
every one do keep whole and uadefiled, without doubt he 
shall perish everlastingly. 


And the Catholick Ta'th is this; that we worship one 
God in Trinity, and trinity in uuity; neither coufound- 
ing the Persons, nordividing the substance. For there is 
one person ofthe Father, another of the Son, and aucther 
of the Iloly Ghost. 


But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, is allone: the glory equal, the majesty co-e- 
ternal. Suechas the Father ts, such is the Son, and such 
isthe Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncre- 
ute, andthe Holy Ghost unercate. The Father incom- 
prehensible, the Son comprehensible, and the Holy Ghost 
incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the son eternal. 
and the Holy Girvost eternal ; and 


yet there are not three 
eternals, but one eternal. 


As also there are not three in- 
comprehensibles, nor three uncreated ; but one uncreated, 
and one incomprehensitle. So likewise the Father is Al- 
mighty, the Son Alimghty, and the Holy Ghost Almizity; 
and yet there are not three Aimighties, but one Almichty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghovi 
is God ; and yet they are not three Gods, but one Ged, Se 
likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy 
Ghost Lord ; and yet not three Lords, but one Lord. . 

For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to 
ac'nowledge every person by himself to be God and Lord; 
soare we forbidden by the Catholick Religion to say 
There be three Gods or three Lords. . si 

The Father is made of none ; neither created nor bevot- 
ten. ‘he Sons ofthe Father alone : e 


> Pa ; not made, nor cre- 
ated, but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and 


oithe Son; neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding. So there is one Father, not three Fathers: 
one Son, not three Sous, one Holy Ghost, not three Holy 
Ghosts. } 
And inthis Trinity none is afore. or after other; none is 
creater or less than another ; but the whole three Persone 
are co-cternal together, and co-egual. So that in al 
things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity 
in Unity, is to be worshiped, : 
. Ile therefore that will be saved must thus think of the 
rinity. 


Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation. the 
oo 
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RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 








he also believes rightly the inearnat'on of our Lor! Josis 
‘hrist. For the right faith is, that we believe and con- 
fess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God is God and 
man. God of the substance of the Father, begotten before 
the worlds ; and man of the substance of his mother, born 
in the world. Perfect God and perfect man; of a rea- 
sonable soul, and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the 
Father as touching his Godhead ; and inferior to the Fa- 
ther, as touching his manhood. Who although he be God, 
and man, yet he is not two, but one Christ; one; not by 
conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but Ly taking of the 
manhood into Ged; one altogether; not by confusion of 
substanee, but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable 
sou! and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ. 

Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose 
again the third day from the dead. He assended into 
heaven, he sitteth on the rieht hand of the Father, God 
Almighty ; from whence he shali come to judge the quick 
and the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again 
with their bodies ; and shall give an account for their own 
vorks. Andthey that have done good shali go into life 
everlasting ; and they that have done evil into everlasting 
hire. : 

This is the Catholick Faith; which except a man be- 
Neve faithfully he cannot be saved. 

NEW CHURCH. 

For the gratification of our, friends abroad, we inform 
them that a House for the publieworship of Almighty God 
wi'l be erected in this City the ensuing sunmmer. to be de- 
sicnated by the name of “Ther FinsT Univenrs«nist 
Cuurcn. The house will be erected on the south site of 
the Court House square, to be built of Brick, proportion 
70 feet by 60; and it is expecred that the house will be 
completed by the first of December next. 


INSTALLATION. 

On Wednesday last, Br. THO.VIAS WHITTEMORE 
was publicly Installed as the Pastor or the “ Furst Univer 
galist Society, in Cambridge.” 

Introductory Prayer, Br. H. H. Winchester. 

Sermon, Br. J. Bisbe, jr. from 


Mat. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 
{t was ingenious, pertinent and impressive. 


Us -—3~ 


Installing Prayer, Br. H. Ballou. 


Delivery of the Seriptures and Charge, Br. Thomas 
Jones. 

Right Hand of Feilowship, Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

Concluding Prayer and Benediction, Br. Thomas Whit- 
temore. 

The services were rendered highly solemn and jovful by, 
the performance of the choir, which manifested their 
knowledge of the science and taste in the selection of mu- 
sic. A numerous assembly attended, and evinced their 
approbation by their unremitted attent:ou.—May the Lord 
crown these exercises with abundant success. 

ere ree 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A Mr. W.—-an Universalist Preacher having del'vered 
a lecture in a town, which he had vis.ted tor the first 1 
an elderly lady who had attended the nicet ag, commenced 
anattack at the close of the sermon an! with great 


me 3 


th 
opposed the sentiments which had been deliver: embre 
cing the salvatien of all men. Aft 


‘yr some little altereat’on 
she made the following inguiry. Do you, Sir. bel eve in 
future punishment? Yes madam Ico. Well! Well! said 


the good old lady, that is better than nothing!!! 
DIED, 
Tn Wollision (Ms.) Jan. 6th Mre, Driwa Reon. wild of 
Mr, Asa Rider, aved 59 














POKTRY. 








cg 


from the Christian Register. 


ON A RECENT AND FELICTING DET. 
The spell of the brighter s -evrfcl in ave, 
t 6 de 5 
When the soul has grown ieetic anil weary; 


For :t cl ngs strll to ile, thoug's jong on the stage. 


_ 


It has stood likea lone one so dreary. 


And ol! itis fearful, when high on the crest, 
Sits manhood enshrined in his glory ; 

Aud hepe it is high,e’re he goes to lis rest, 
‘To live a full day in creat.on’s short story. 


- But oh ! when youth, with its germings so fair, 
And the rove on thy cheek just budd:ng to bloom, 
For the dark one, O God! to fix Jus blige tnere, 
And bear her all withered to sleepin his tomb. 


Yes, late thou wert near us, with hope in thine eye, 
And thy cheek all mantled with smiling, 
And bealth seemed enshrined in beauty to lie, 
‘Too holy tor sorrows defiling. 
Amid the gay throng thy step was the fleetest ; 
‘Thy mot:on the music of grace ; 
And thy warm heart sent forth its transports the sweet- 
est, 
Ina bright rosy Mush to thy face. 


And later we saw thee, while brighter the glow, 
And deeper the tint ; but uneartily it lay— 
It seemed like a sun-beam at rest on the saow, 


Gliding, yet melting, its surface away. 


And we saw, too, the change of thy iadu.g blue eye, 
Whicha hght so lustrous and Soly had given; 

Tt seem: rth trom the sky, 
To call thee to him and to heaven. 


lLlike God's messave sent 


*Till gently sinking, like an :nfant to rest, 
While dear ones stood wate’, o_ thy waking, 
Thy spir.t took flight to go aus blest, 
While ail the lone Leart- were leli breaking. 
——b ee 
From the (Baltimore) Uniterian Miscellany. 
GOD Is GOOD. 
Gop ‘is good! Each pertumed flower, 
‘Phe smi ng fields, the dark green wood, 
The insect, fiutter.ny tor an liour,— 
All things proclaim that God ts good. 


T hear it in the rushing wind ; 
Hiuls that have for aves stood, 

And cloads, wth gold and silver lined, 
Are still repeating, God is good. 


Each little rll that many a year 
Hlas the same verdant path pursued, 
An i every bird, in accents clear, 
Joms im the song that God is good. 
The restless mam, w.th haughty rear 
Calms each wild wave. and billow rude, 
Retreats subnussive from the shore, 
And swells the chorus, God ts good. 
Countless hosts of buriing stars 
Simg his praise with light renew'd ; 
The rising sun each day deelares 
In rays of glory, God is good. 
The moon that waiks in brightness says, 
' !ondl man, endued 
ower to speak his Maker's praise, 
Slould still repeat that God is good. 
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